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From the author of GROWING GOURMET AND MEDICINAL MUSHROOMS comes the only

identification guide exclusively devoted to the world's psilocybin-containing mushrooms. Detailed

descriptions and color photographs for over 100 species are provided, as well as an exploration of

their long-standing (and often religious) use by ancient peoples and their continued significance to

modern-day culture. Some of the species included have just been discovered in the past year or

two, and still others have never before been photographed in their natural habitats.
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This lavishly photo-illustrated and smoothly-written book details all of the psilocybin-containing

mushrooms generally known up to the date of publication, including those outside of the species

Psilocybe and some extremely rare ones known only from a single location or from a single event

(sometimes mysterious magic mushrooms crop up after storms but are never seen again unless

spores are taken from them and grown under controlled conditions).Stamets explains the

often-conflicting taxonomy of Psilocybe mushrooms (one species, for example, received two

different names because two writing teams who had travelled together wrote it up separately -- one

published first and *their* name has "priority," even though some people use the name given by the

other team; despite the name difference the mushroom described is the same species).Stamets is

no prude. He writes quite bluntly about psilocybin-containing mushrooms (including his own tripping

on them), and he is EXTREMELY (and justly) critical of other mycologists who not only refuse to



describe such mushrooms, but, in one case Stamets cites, have said that it is better for people to

die from eating poisonous mushrooms than for people to be able to safely identify

psilocybin-containing mushrooms! Stamets gives descriptions and photos of poisonous look-alike

mushrooms and gives a step-by-step identification procedure for the psilocybin 'shrooms. In most

cases identification is straightforward and can be done within a few minutes; in other cases

look-alikes can be lethal and suspect mushrooms have to be carefully gone over to avoid poisoning.
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